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 This article was written by a member of the NEPAD  
communications team

3esotho to upNraKe national laIoratories to 
accelerate fiNht aNainst ;)
The management of TB requires precise diagnosis which in itself requires a 
hazard-free environment. Lesotho is meeting the challenge

;) ser]ice Keli]ery in the KinNKoT of 3esotho is iT-
pacteK Iy lonN Kelays Ietween saTple collection anK 
recei]inN test results� especially in the rural areas anK 
townships where TB laboratories are not operating op-
tiTally. 0n e_treTe cases� this process can taRe as lonN 
as three Tonths anK there is a IacRloN of o]er  00 ;) 
saTples. ;his leaKs to KelayeK coTTenceTent of treat-
Tent. ;he 4inistry of /ealth has earTarReK the reno]a-
tion of two TB laboratories – National TB Reference 
3aIoratory anK 3eriIe ;) 3aIoratory ¶ to aKKress these 
proIleTs anK IottlenecRs. 0n aKKition� upNraKes are 
planneK at three *orrectional :er]ice -acilities with the 
Noal of creatinN ;) isolation winNs to reKuce e_posure 
to TB infection and transmission among prison inmates.

;he upNraKes are aiTeK at iTpro]inN the Keli]ery 
of ;) ser]ices to ensure they Teet occupational health 
anK safety� anK infection control stanKarKs. ;he scope of 
the planned renovations of the laboratories is informed 
Iy the >orlK /ealth OrNaniaation coTprehensi]e as-
sessTent� toNether with one conKucteK Iy the (frica 
Centre for Disease Control. During a joint project 
support Tission to the country conKucteK Iy the >orlK 
)anR� 5,7(+ (Nency anK ,ast *entral anK :outhern (f-
rica /ealth *oTTunity� the +eputy 7rinciple :ecretary 
in the 4inistry of /ealth in 3esotho� 7alesa 4oRete con-
firTeK that an ,nNineer has since Ieen eTployeK unKer 
the :outhern (frica ;uIerculosis anK /ealth :ysteTs 
:upport �:(;)/::) proQect to o]ersee anK super]ise 
these works from a technical perspective with support 
from other government units.

‘We have a backlog of TB samples at the National TB 
9eference 3aIoratory anK reno]atinN this laIoratory will 
help to reKuce these nuTIers�» 4s. 4oRete saiK.

;he current state of the ;) laIoratories poses Tany 
hazards to service providers and to the management 
of speciTens accorKinN to internationally accepteK 
stanKarKs. ;he 7erTanent :ecretary at the 4inistry 
of 3aIour anK ,TployTent� 4aseithati 4aIelenN� 
eTphasiseK that her 4inistry will taRe responsiIility 
for iTpleTentinN the Occupational :afety anK /ealth 
�O:/) coTponent on the proQect to accelerate proNress.

º;he :(;)/:: proQect coTes at the riNht tiTe anK 
will answer most of the questions that have hindered 
;) screeninN� as well as access to social Ienefits for the 
e_�Tiners who once worReK in :outh (frica anK left 
without accessinN their Ienefits»� 4rs 4aIelenN saiK.

;hrouNh the :(;)/:: proQect� the national O:/ 
profile in 3esotho will Ie upKateK. ;he 7erTanent 

:ecretary at the 4inistry of 4ininN� :oaile 4ochaIa� 
acRnowleKNeK the worR IeinN Kone unKer the :(;)/:: 
project through a multi-sectoral approach involving dif-
ferent Tinistries. /e reTinKeK e]eryone that the IiNNest 
Kri]er of ;) anK occupational lunN Kiseases in 3esotho 
is TininN� so the TininN coTpanies Tust Ie staReholK-
ers in addressing the scourge of TB.

º;his proQect is creatinN synerNies that will ensure our 
4inistries worR collaIorati]ely to iTpleTent Tulti�sec-
toral approaches to kick out TB and occupational lung 
Kiseases in 3esotho»� 4ochaIa saiK.

The renovations will involve removing and replacing 
the current roof covering with more economical and 
maintenance-free aluminium sisalation membrane to 
prevent rain water penetration and formation of water 
Krops causeK Iy water ]apour� especially KurinN the 
rainy season. 0n aKKition� the KaTaNeK Koors to the se-
cure areas will Ie replaceK Iy new ones with a heateK 
viewing window. The new doors to the Ante Rooms 
will Ie replaceK Iy aluTiniuT ones that interlocR with 
electromagnetic latches to ensure that when one door is 
open the other must be closed. 

-urtherTore� the e_istinN wooKen pass Io_es will Ie 
replaceK with hea]y�Kuty Tetal pass Io_es in .3 pow-
der coating. The cracked walls will be reinforced and 
IroRen water pipes replaceK to ensure they are sealeK� 
safeNuarKinN speciTens in the laIoratory anK pre]ent-
ing accidents. 

;he upNraKeK laIoratories will aiT to attain certifica-
tion level with international accepted standards for TB 
laboratories and meet standards for occupational health 
anK safety. 9e]aTpinN the will help in help the laIora-
tories to operate optiTally anK strenNthen efforts to enK 
;) Iy �0�0 in (frica. 

Storage of samples in the laboratories will be improved


